IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 1 14 and 120 without prejudice or disclaimer of 
subject matter. Please amend Claims 109, 111, 113, 115, 117, 119 and 121 as shown 
below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as follows: 

1. to 108. (Cancelled) 

109. (Currently Amended) An infomiation providing method of 
providing infonnation to a us er , comp r ising : A method of controlling an information 
processing apparatus accessible to a first database and a second database, the first database 
storing a plurality of pieces of first information and their properties associated with unique 
identifiers, and the second database storing a plurality of pieces of second information and 
their properties, said method comprising: 

an input step of inputting a code; 

a receiving step of receiving a unique identifier firom an external apparatus: 

a first retrieval step of searching [[a]] the first database for the piece of the 
first information and its property corresponding to the input code received unique identifier 
and e xt r acting the first infonnation and its prop e rties ; 

a d c tcmiination step of detcmiining a layout for printing the first 
information e xtract e d in said first r e trieval step on a paper sheet; 

a second retrieval step of searching [[a]] the second database for a plurality 
of pieces of the second information and their properties based on the property of the 
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searched piece of the first information ext r acting a plurality of pieces of the second 
infonnation based at least in pai-t on the properties ext r acted in said first retrieval step ; 

a settine step of setting a printing priority on each of the searched pieces of 
the second information based on the properties of the searched pieces of the second 
information: 

a preparation step of preparing a plurality of printing layout examples for 
printing of the plui ' ality of pieces of the searched pieces of the second information 
ext r acted in said second retrieval step to be printed with the searched piece of the first 
information, each of the printing layout examples including at least one of the searched 
pieces of the second information based on the printing priorities : 

a selection step of selecting[[,]] one printing layout example fi-om the 
plurality of printing layout examples , on e layout e xample fo r printing th e second 
infonnation on the pap er sh ee t ; and 

a printing step of printing the first information and th e s e cond infonnation 
on th e paper sheet acco r ding to the layout dct e nnin e d in said detcnnination st ep and th e 
layout example sel e cted in said selecti o n step 

a creating step of creating printing data for printing the searched piece of the 
first information and the at least one of the searched pieces of the second information 
according to the selected printing layout example . 

110. (Cancelled) 
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111. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 09, wherein 
the properties of the plurality of pieces of the second information include at least one of 
limitations on printing, term for printing, and opportunities for printing. 



112. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 109, wherein 
the second information contains arbitrary advertisement information. 

113. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 109, further 
comprising a setting step of setting whether the second information is to be printed or not, 
and wherein said second retrieval step is performed in accordance with the setting. 

114. (Cancelled) 

115. (Currently Amended) A conmiunication system for providing 
information to a user, the system comprising : An information processing apparatus 
accessible to a first database and a second database, the first database storing a plurality of 
pieces of first information and their properties associated with unique identifiers, and the 
second database storing a plurality of pieces of second information and their properties, 
said apparatus comprising: 

input m e ans for inputting a code; 

receiving means for receiving a unique identifier firom an external 

apparatus: 
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first retrieval means for searching [[a]] the first database for the piece of the 
first information and its property corresponding to the input c o d e received unique identifier 
and extracting th e first information and its pr operties ; 

d c t c miination means for d e temiining a layout for printing the fi r st 
infonnation ext r act e d by said first r e t r ieval m e ans on a pa p e r sheet; 

second retrieval means for searching [[a]] the second database for a plurality 
of pieces of the second information and their properties based on the property of the 
searched piece of the first information extracting a plurality of pi e c e s of the s e cond 
information based at least in part on th e prop e rties ext r acted by said fi r st retrieval means ; 

setting means for setting a printing priority on each of the searched pieces of 
the second information based on the properties of the searched pieces of the second 
information: 

preparation means for preparing a plurality of printing layout examples for 
printing of the plui - ality of piec e s of the searched pieces of the second information 
ext r acted by said second retrieval means to be printed with the searched piece of the first 
information, each of the printing layout examples including at least one of the searched 
pieces of the second information based on the printing priorities : 

selection means for selecting[[,]] one printing layout example from the 
plurality of printing layout examples , one layout e xampl e for printing th e second 
information on the pa p e r sheet ; and 

printing means of printing the first infonnation and the plurality o f piec e s of 
th e s e cond information on the pap er sheet according to the layout determin e d by said 
d c t c nnination means and the layout example selected by said selection means 
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creating means for creating printing data for printing the searched piece of 
the first information and the at least one of the searched pieces of the second information 
according to the selected printing layout example . 



116. (Cancelled) 

117. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 115, wherein 
the properties of the plurality of pieces of the second information are registered and 
comprise at least one of limitations on printing, term for printing, and opportimities for 
printing. 



118. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 115, wherein 
the second information contains arbitrary advertisement information. 



119. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 1 5, further 
comprising a s e tting means for setting whether the second information is to be printed or 
not, and wherein said second retrieval means performs in accordance with the setting. 

120. (Cancelled) 



121. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium which 
stores computer-executable program code for providing infomiation to a user controlling 
an information processing apparatus accessible to a first database and a second database, 
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the first database storing a plurality of pieces of first information and their properties 
associated with unique identifiers, and the second database storing a plurality of pieces of 
second information and their properties , the program code comprising: 
an input step of in p utting a cod e ; 

a receiying step of receiving a unique identifier from an external apparatus: 

a first retrieval step of searching [[a]] the first database for the piece of the 
first information and its property corresponding to the input cod e received unique identifier 
and ext r acting the first information and its properties ; 

a dctcmiinati o n step of dctemiining a lay o ut fo r printing the first 
informati o n extracted in said first r etrieval step on a pape r sheet; 

a second retrieval step of searching [[a]] the second database for a plurality 
of pieces of the second information and their properties based on the property of the 
searched piece of the first information extracting a plui ' alitv of pieces of the second 
infomiation bas e d at least in pail on the prop e rties extracted in said first retrieval step ; 

a setting step of setting a printing priority on each of the searched pieces of 
the second information based on the properties of the searched pieces of the second 
information: 

a preparation step of preparing a plurality of printing layout examples for 
printing of th e plu r ality of pieces of the searched pieces of the second information 
e xtracted in said second retrieval step to be printed with the searched piece of the first 
information, each of the printing layout examples including at least one of the searched 
pieces of the second information based on the printing priorities : 
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a selection step of selecting[[,]^ one printing layout example from the 
plurality of printing layout examples , one lay o ut exampl e fo r printing the second 
infomiation on the pape r sheet ; and 

a printing st e p of printing the fi r st information and the second information 
on th e pape r sheet acc o rding to th e layout dctcnnin e d in said det e rmination step and th e 
layout e xample s e lected in said s e l e ction st e p 

a creating step of creating printing data for printing the searched piece of the 
first information and the at least one of the searched pieces of the second information 
according to the selected printing layout example . 
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